
TEACHERS REPORT
STUDENT GROWTH  

Teachers were surveyed about how frequently students engaged in nine 
powerful learning activities as they occurred in arts integrated and in regular 
instruction (See Table 2). Teachers were asked to report the frequency of these 
activities on a five-point scale (from 5 = always to 1 = never). 

There were significant differences in the frequency of these activities between 
arts-related and non-arts-related lessons. This is probably the most powerful 
finding from the teacher survey. Students are consistently getting more 
opportunities that promote learning through arts-integrated instruction. 

The Perpich Arts Integration Project increased teacher capacities leading 
to instruction that engendered high levels of student engagement and 
thoughtfulness, as well as relatively high performance overall. Teachers 
believed they were able to reach beyond those students who normally 
did well in school to those who often perform at the margins.

Students in Bernard Berry’s band 
classroom at John Adams Middle 
School in Rochester, Minnesota 
welcomed science teacher Deb 
Las to help learn about the 
physics behind sound production.
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Frequency of students 
engaging in powerful 
learning activities 

1=never 

5=always
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Choosing how 
to complete an 

assignment

Doing
hands-on
activities

Having choices 
about how to 

demonstrate what 
they have learned

Thinking deeply  
about their  

learning experience

Having to 
explain their 
thinking to/
with peers

Working with  
partners and/or  

in groups

Having the 
opportunity to 

use one or more 
art forms

Being highly  
engaged in  
the lesson

Getting feedback  
from their teacher 
about their work

 	In non-arts-
integrated 
instruction

 	In arts-integrated 
instruction

4.35

4.24

4.15

3.97

3.77

3.6

3.55

3.45

3.39

3.05

3.06

3.13

3.29

3.69

3.1

3.74

4.03

3.87

Nine Powerful Learning Activities - Table 2


